






In the lush valley between the Patagonia and Santa Rita Mountains lies one of the richest remaining riparian  

habitats in southeastern Arizona – the Patagonia/Sonoita Creek watershed. Thanks to the Nature Conservancy, 

more than 750 acres along Sonoita Creek are now protected. This magnificent example of a cottonwood-willow 

riparian forest is noted for its biological diversity, hosting over a hundred bird species throughout the year.  

With Lynn Hassler as our guide, we’ll wander through the Nature Conservancy preserve in search of a  

variety of land birds including vermilion flycatcher and black phoebe; then spend some time at the hummingbird 

feeders at a local residence where Violet-crowns are sometimes seen.  Then we’re off to nearby Lake Patagonia 

to look for herons, grebes, ducks, and cormorants. 

Thu., Oct. 15 / 7:30am-5pm  $95 members/$105 general public
call 520-742-6455 ext. 0 to reserve your space for this 
and all other travel ed-ventures.

Save the Date! 
When the Rains Come: A Naturalist’s Year in the Sonoran Desert
Sun. Oct. 4 / 2pm / Ed. Ctr. #1
free for members / $7 public

Author and scientist John Alcock knows the Sonoran Desert better than just about anyone else.  

His book, When the Rains Come, is filled with insights on the desert’s dependence on rainfall.

14
lectures. travel ed-ventures.                                       

B
ird

in
g

 A
lo

ng
 in

 S
on

oi
ta

 &
 P

at
ag

on
ia

Land of Black 
Volcanoes and 
White Sands: 

the pinacate and the gran desierto
Sat., Jun. 27 / 10am / Ed. Ctr. #1
members free / $7 public  

Geologist and author Dr. Larry Marshall describes the  

geographic setting, ecology and human history of this unique 

and inspiring landscape. Copies of the newly released Land 

of Black Volcanoes and White Sands will be available for sale  

and signing.

Back cover: Land of Black Volcanoes and White Sands
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Raleigh Sheffield roving in the Desert 
Living Courtyard

Docent Spotlight:
raleigh sheffield
Connecting with people is what Raleigh Sheffield is passionate about, and that 

translates into hundreds of happy visitors who take a Walk in the Park or just 

happen upon Sheffield when he is roving through the gardens.   

He literally stumbled upon this desert corner gem after his retirement from a 

career in marketing and public relations at Union Pacific.  He came for a walk 

one afternoon in 2000 and has kept connected to the Park ever since.  

Raleigh is a true tourism ambassador, promoting not only the Park and all it has 

to offer, but the whole of Southern Arizona.  His methods have earned him a 

reputation as an educator and comedian.  People call up and ask specifically for 

him when booking a tour; the visitors know they are in for an hour of learning 

and laughing.  

When asked what makes for a successful tour, Raleigh lets on that the most im-

portant thing is asking the visitors about themselves first: where they are from, 

what they do for a living, what their interests are.  “Since I travelled extensively 

for my job on the railroad, I can almost always come up with a related story 

about the visitor’s locale or trade that instantly puts them at ease.  Visitors feel 

important and my tour is a success.”

You can find Raleigh roving, conducting Walk in the Park tours, performing in the 

Parks’ summer library live-action puppet show, Them Bones or on the cell phone 

tours as the “Voice of Tohono Chul. “

Save the Date! 
Guatemalan Trunk Show & Sale

Friday Nov. 20th and Saturday Nov. 21st
10-4 in the Children’s Ramada

Guatemalan purses, belts, textiles, bedspreads, folk art organic coffee and more!  We adhere to 

Fair Trade principles to support artisans in developing countries.
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