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Date Palm Meets Gourd
Sat., Nov. 7 / 9am-4pm / Ed. Ctr. #2
$100 / $85 members

The Road to Mount Lemmon: 
The Making of Summerhaven
Sun., Nov. 8 / 2pm / Ed. Ctr. #1, $7 / free to members

The Santa Catalina Mountains first captivated Tony Zimmerman on a 1937 hunting trip. By 1940, the Tucson school-

teacher had begun taking his family to Mount Lemmon for the summers, up a winding, two-track dirt road from Oracle. 

In those days, Summerhaven was nothing but a sleepy cluster of summer cabins, but Zimmerman was to help change all 

that. Mary Ellen Barnes shares the story of her father and his decision to resign from teaching to devote his time to the 

development of this mountain oasis – from real estate sales to building the Mount Lemmon Inn. Her story is also the 

story of the Catalinas when Tucson was a much smaller dot on the map. Barnes’ intimate view of the mountain commu-

nity over the course of nearly sixty years recalls idyllic adventures in wild country and the cowboys, rangers, ranchers 

and loggers who worked there. Copies of The Road to Mount Lemmon will be available for sale and signing. 

Sweet Candles 
Sat., Nov. 14 / 1-4pm / Ed. Ctr. #2, $65 / $50 members

A Tucson and Tohono Chul tradition, Ruth Hamilton’s yucca pod wreaths are synonymous with chili ristras and Indian 

corn when decorating for the harvest, or dressed up along with luminarias and saguaros wrapped in twinkling lights 

for the end-of-the-year holidays. Students in this two-day workshop will complete a yucca pod wreath, decorating it 

with dried desert plant materials such as devil’s claw, saguaro fruit, coyote gourds and pomegranates. Instruction and all 

materials (except accent pieces) are provided. Please bring heavy duty scissors or garden pruners, glue gun (if you have 

one), any accent pieces you wish to incorporate and a brown bag lunch. 

Beeswax candles are easy to make, even for the least crafty! There are many different types, from elegant, bi-colored 

tapers to grace the holiday table, to decorative blocks that shed soothing light as you relax in the tub, to cute little 

beehives that complete a gift basket with a bit of whimsy. Beeswax can even be formed into 100% non-fat gingerbread 

men (and women) candles — a real treat! Jacqueline Soule of Tierra del Sol is back to demonstrate each candle type. 

Participants then make their own candles to take home just in time for the holidays. Cost includes all materials. 

Sonoran Desert Wreaths
Wed. & Thurs., Nov. 4 & 5 / 9am-3pm / Ed. Ctr. #1
$80 / $65 members
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Are you fascinated by the desert? Do you enjoy talking to people? Do you know the meaning of the word crepuscular? 

Do you have a bellybutton? If you answered “yes” to any of these questions then you have what it takes to be a docent 

at Tohono Chul Park!

Docents are the lifeblood of the Park, answering questions for visitors, leading tours, taking outreach presentations into 

the schools, providing speakers bureau presentations to various groups throughout the city and representing the Park 

at special events. Docents may be the only representatives with whom a visitor interacts, and they can make a positive 

and lasting impression on our guests.

We are now accepting applications for the 2009/2010 Docent Class. Consider joining us for a stimulating, challenging 

and fun-filled 18 weeks of class. We meet every Wednesday from 9 am to 4 pm, Oct. through Feb., with time off for 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s. Morning class sessions involve presentations by local experts and professionals 

in appropriate fields of expertise, including climate, arthropods, reptiles, birds, mammals, plants, ethnobotany, archaeol-

ogy, native peoples, geology, water and art. Afternoons involve a variety of hands on activities in the classroom or out in 

the Park, as well as the opportunity to interact with docent mentors.

A Prospective Docent Coffee will take place on Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 10 am in Classroom 1 of the Education Center. 

Docent Instructor Tom McDonald (aka Snake Boy) will present a brief slide show on the docent program and answer 

questions following the presentation. Interviews will also be scheduled at that time.

So c’mon down! Make words like petroglyph, altricial, riparian, bajada, 

unguligrade, dioecious and ectotherm part of your everyday vocabulary! 

Unlock the secret communication rituals of lizards and bugs! Learn 

what the words Tohono Chul actually mean! Take part in what previous 

class members have described as a rewarding and fulfilling experience! 

If you’d like to attend the Prospective Docent Coffee please 

RSVP to Volunteer/Docent Coordinator Min Johnson at  

minjohnson@tohonochulpark.org or give her a call at 742.6455 x235. 

Tell her Snake Boy sent you.  

Class cost: $125

 



Traveling avian ambassador Sueño and her human, Kathie Schroeder, 

are back this fall to share secrets in the lives of the Southwest’s amazing 

Harris’ hawks. Come meet Sueño, and Kathie, this fall. In the Children’s 

Ramada, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, Oct. 14 to Dec. 23 from 11am to 

1pm.  

Tours
Tours are free to members and included in the price of admission for 

non-members. If you would like to schedule a private tour for your 

group, call 742-6455 x 235.

General Tours
Walk in the Park – Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 9:00am; Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 

at 1:00pm beginning Oct. 1st.

Birds of Tohono Chul – Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays at 8:30am

Art in the Park – Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11:00am

Specialty Tours
Stories in the Garden – Tuesdays at 10am

Reptile Ramble – Fridays at 10:00am through Oct. 30th 

Connecting Plants and People (1st Saturday of the month) – Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7 at 10:00am

The Great Xeriscape (3rd Saturday of the month) – Sept. 19, Oct. 17, Nov. 21 at 10:00am

Eco-Stations at the Overlook
9am-11am through Sept. 30th/ 10am-12pm beginning Oct. 1st

Winged Things – Mondays

Wild Woolies – Tuesdays 

Rocks and Ruins – Wednesdays

Who Eats Whom – Thursdays

Creepy Crawlies – Fridays

Prickly Plants – Saturdays
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Hawk Happening!
free with admission
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